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LESSON FOUR, Part 2: Why Does God Allow Suffering?

Opening Prayer
Lord Jesus, it is difficult to understand 
why you allow so much suffering in the 
lives of your children. Help us to accept 
your ways as necessary to fulfill the 
purpose for which we were made. 
Amen.



LESSON FOUR, Part 2: Why Does God Allow Suffering?

Take It Home Review: Large Class Sharing
1. What do you think are the best arguments given in 
support of the Problem of Evil meaning that either God 
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Supplemental Video 1: �^�/�(���'�}�����]�•���'�}�}�����U���t�Z�Ç���]�•���d�Z���Œ��������
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Happiness, Suffering and the Love of God
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wants real people like you 
to know him, but the free 
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for the Problem of Evil?



LESSON FOUR, Part 2: Why Does God Allow Suffering?

Watch Video Episode Four: 
Why Would an All-powerful, 
All-good God Allow 
Suffering?, Part 2: Why Does 
God Allow Suffering?, taking 
notes on the handout:    
Video Comprehension                 
Questions.
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1. Why would God allow suffering caused by human beings?
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1. Why would God allow suffering caused by human beings?
To make sure that we each have the opportunity and 
occasion to be free to love. If we were not free to love, we 
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2. What does it mean that God respects our freedom?
He respects our freedom by giving us the ability to freely 
choose good or evil.
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that mean about us and our actions?
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3. If we could only do good and loving things, what would 
that mean about us and our actions?
We would be like programmed robots, and the good we do 
would not come from us, but from                                                        
God. It wouldn't be chosen, and it                                                        
would have no meaning behind it.
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LESSON FOUR, Part 2: Why Does God Allow Suffering?

3. If we could only do good and loving things, what would 
that mean about us and our actions?
We would be like programmed robots, and the good we do 
would not come from us, but from                                                        
God. It wouldn't be chosen, and it                                                        
would have no meaning behind it.
4. Why does God have to allow for                                                           
the possibility of evil and suffering?
So that this freedom could exist,                                                            
allowing our lives and relationships                                                    
to have meaning.
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rabbinic parable of the sumptuous banquet frustrated?
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5. Why were the four groups of people in the ancient 
rabbinic parable of the sumptuous banquet frustrated?
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elbow joints.
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b) The second thought God was all-powerful but not all-
loving, and that he was in fact cruel to have made them 
without elbows.
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6. What did the first three groups of people in the parable 
think about God?
a) The first thought God was all-loving but not all-powerful, 
or he would have made them with elbows.
b) The second thought God was all-powerful but not all-
loving, and that he was in fact cruel to have made them 
without elbows.
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did, he would be all-powerful and all-loving, so he would 
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7. What did the fourth 
group of people in the 
parable think about 
God?
They thought that God 
allowed them to suffer 
because he wanted 
them to develop 
compassion. They 
discovered they were 
able to feed each other. 
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Watchat: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhU5JEd-XRo



LESSON FOUR, Part 2: Why Does God Allow Suffering?

8. Why then, did God create an imperfect world?



LESSON FOUR, Part 2: Why Does God Allow Suffering?

8. Why then, did God create an imperfect world?
So there would be suffering.



LESSON FOUR, Part 2: Why Does God Allow Suffering?

8. Why then, did God create an imperfect world?
So there would be suffering.
9. Why would he do that?



LESSON FOUR, Part 2: Why Does God Allow Suffering?

8. Why then, did God create an imperfect world?
So there would be suffering.
9. Why would he do that?
Suffering is directly related to choosing love in an imperfect 
world. It provides us: a) the opportunity to choose virtue, 
b) come closer to that perfect, unconditional love that is 
God, and c) build the Kingdom of God in the world.
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10. What would a world 
without suffering be like?
We would never feel the 
need to be courageous, 
compassionate, or define 
ourselves as loving. 
Without suffering, we 
would never know if we 
really love or not, or know 
the experience of having 
received compassion.
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11. What would life be like if God made the world perfect?
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11. What would life be like if God made the world perfect?
We would never have the possibility of participating in 
making the world a better place and knowing the good that 
comes from that; experiencing and giving love and leaving a 
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participating in building the Kingdom of God.
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he meant that Christ, even                                                                     
after his death, left enough                                                               
room in the world for                                                                                
suffering so we could have                                                                        
the opportunity to do things                                                                    
that mattered and participate                                                                
in his work of love.
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13. What does God expect, and why is it 
enough, though we will never be perfect?
He expects us to have faith in the truth 
and necessity of his plan to make a 
difference, in the world and the 
Kingdom, with compassion and empathy, 
in imitation of the Christ, in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, just like the Apostles did. 
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13. What does God expect, and why is it 
enough, though we will never be perfect?
He expects us to have faith in the truth 
and necessity of his plan to make a 
difference, in the world and the 
Kingdom, with compassion and empathy, 
in imitation of the Christ, in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, just like the Apostles did. 
He expects us to hopefor the eternal 
destiny he has for us, without pain and 
suffering, where we will see each other 
as we really are in unconditional love.
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14. What is the value of actions 
of love on our part, whether 
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14. What is the value of actions 
of love on our part, whether 
�š�Z���Ç�����Œ�������•���•�u���o�o�����•���Z�}�(�(���Œ�]�v�P���]�š��
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of Mother Teresa?
They make our lives matter; 
bring people together to do 
even greater things; and bring 
faith and hope into the world 
to people who underestimate 
their worth and dignity.
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Supplemental Video 3: �^�t�Z�Ç�����}���•�������'�}�}�����'�}�������o�o�}�Á���W���]�v������
���v�����^�µ�(�(���Œ�]�v�P�M�_��Watch at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mn3uQzrGh80
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a response from human beings?                
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of war in the universe is a price worth 

paying for human response,                  
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Small Group Activity                                                      
Discuss the Reflection and Discussion Questions
chosen by your teacher, then share your thoughts  
with the class.
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Take it Home
Complete the handout, What is Prayer?, for the next 
session.
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Closing Prayer
Lord, we have come to understand that 
you allow pain and suffering in our lives 
because there are even greater things 
that you want for us. Help us to accept 
the trials of our lives as part of your love 
for us. Amen.



See You Then!
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Lesson Five, Part 1:  

How to Suffer 
Well�v Prayer


